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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Singapore Maths 

We are fast approaching the half-term break after a very productive 
first seven weeks of this academic year.  There are already a num-
ber of new things going on that are proving to be very success-
ful.  One is the implementation of a new approach to mathematics 
teaching through the use of text books.  The scheme is called Maths 
No Problem and is based on the successful model of maths teaching 
applied in Singapore.  This week Mr Wedgbury, Mrs Khanal and I 

went on a three day training course to help us better understand the philosophy behind 
the scheme and the way they teach maths in Singapore.  The presenter was Dr Yeap Ban 
Har.  He is an experienced educator who has been involved in developing the maths cur-
riculum in Singapore, where students consistently rank highest when compared to stu-
dents from other countries across the world. 

We want maths teaching at Brampton to be as dynamic and thorough as it is in countries 
such as Singapore and so the school has invested a large sum of money to buy text books, 
workbooks, online resources and training for staff.  I am sure your children have already 
spoken to you about the maths books they are now using and next week on parents even-
ing you will get an opportunity to see for yourself. 

The basic idea is that children learn the key skills for their age group and through skilled 
teaching, their understanding is extended and problems are explored until they have mas-
tery of their curriculum.  Children are not moved on to the next year’s learning; instead 
they are challenged to learn things in different ways and pursue alternative solu-
tions.  Classes are taught in mixed abilities so all children learn the same concept together 
but the outcomes might be very different given each child’s level of understanding and 
aptitude to explore, challenge themselves and exhaust all possibilities.  It is a very exciting 
initiative and I am sure there will be hiccups along the way.  But we as  a school see it as a 
challenge, just as we expect the children to see new learning as a challenge, and therefore 
we look forward to overcoming any problems and finding ways to improve.  If you want 
to know any more about maths teaching at Brampton please speak to Mr Wedgbury, Mrs 
Khanal or any member of the senior leadership.  Or you can wait until parents evening 
and ask your child’s class teacher. 

Ask your children what they have been doing in maths this weekend. Have fun. 

Mr Reid 

Dates for your diary 

 

Monday 19th October 

 Rwanda & Uganda - Lee 
Valley trip 

 
Tuesday 20th October 

Parents evening 

 
Wednesday 21st 

October 

 Parents evening 

 
Thursday 22nd October  

 Somalia & Togo - Lee 
Valley trip 

 
Monday 26th October  

 School closed for half-
term 

 

Monday 2nd November  

 School closed for Inset 
day 

 

Tuesday 3rd November 

 Back to school 

Big Talk Home Learning 

If children can't say it then children can't write it. 
Dear All, 

This weekend’s BTHL 16th / 17th / 18th October 
This week we have been learning about famous civil rights activists and how 

they changed people’s ideas through non-violent protests. 
What does being equal mean to you? 



English  

As part of their English lessons, the children in year one have been exploring a variety of 
texts by different authors. They have been able to listen to and read poetry by writers such 
as Michael Rosen and Jack Prelutsky. The children have enjoyed using their senses to   
describe objects and have really enjoyed describing real spaghetti. The children have     
begun to use repetition and rhyming words to create their own poems. 
The children have been reading ‘Meerkat Mail’ written by Emily Gravett. They have been   
using adjectives to describe the main character, Sunny, and have really enjoyed using role 
play to demonstrate how meerkats move. The children wrote beautiful sentences about 
what meerkats can do with their families and can share facts that they know about         
meerkats. They have also used these skills to explore the story of Where the Wild things are 
written by Maurice Sendak.  
If you would like to support your child at home with our stories you can access online    
versions here:  Meerkat Mail : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GUQt4VJ5DI 

Where the Wild things are: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aw0_f9xLHfo 

Maths  

In maths the children have been exploring numbers. They have been looking at the order of 
numbers and using their existing knowledge of numbers to explain how they know which   
number comes next in a number sequence. They have really enjoyed working with their 
partners using maths equipment to represent different numbers.  
The children have been using objects to count to 20. They have enjoyed counting with Mr 
Stripe, our class puppet, and finding one more or one less than any given number. The children have learnt to use a 
range of vocabulary when explaining how they found the answer to simple addition questions and have begun to   
justify their choice of methods. They have also enjoyed attempting challenge questions which are used to stretch the 
children and to use a particular skill.  The children really enjoy singing ‘the big number song’.  If you would like to 
continue work on number with your child, you can access the big number song here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0dJWfQHF8Y 

Thames Barrier Park 

Year 1 went on an educational visit to the Thames Barrier Park. 
Along with the adults, the children were able to explore the 
grounds of the park and find evidence of autumn. The children   
enjoyed collecting fallen leaves and pinecones to bring back to 
school. Whilst on public transport, the children searched for      
evidence of autumn as we travelled and drew fantastic pictures of 
the park once we were there. Some children made rubbings of the   
surfaces that they came across using crayons and paper, whilst on 

the visit.  

Science  

In science the children have been learning all about the four sea-
sons. The children can confidently name the seasons and have 
discussed the differences between them. They have enjoyed us-
ing their reasoning skills to justify their choice of clothing for 
each season. The children have also enjoyed going out into the 
school grounds to look for      animals that are common around 
this time of year. They were very eager to continue collecting 
their data at home.  
The children participated in an inspiration day based on our big 
question; Can a meerkat live in the North Pole?  The   children 
were able to learn new facts about meerkats and practised mov-
ing like meerkats during P.E. They also made meerkat pictures 

using various materials. 

Year 1 Birthdays 

This week we celebrated…  

Khudija, Sophie, Mohammed Tahmid and Rithika 

 

 News from the Upper Phase 
 Year 1 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GUQt4VJ5DI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aw0_f9xLHfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0dJWfQHF8


Attendance 

Congratulations to Uganda, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Turkey classes for achieving an amazing attendance 

of 99.3%  for Monday 5th October 2015 to Friday 9th October 2015 Well done!      

 Ms Pillai – Education Welfare Officer 

 

 

 Attendance 
 5/10/2015 - 9/10/2015 

Group  Presents  AEA  Authorised Absences  Unauthorised Absences  Possible  % Attend  

Albania Nursery AM 92.5 0 6.7 0.8 100 92.5 

Cyprus Nursery AM 93 0 7 0 100 93 

Bulgaria Nursery PM 89.6 0 2.8 7.5 100 89.6 

Denmark Nursery PM 95.7 0 2.6 1.7 100 95.7 

Estonia 95.7 0 3 1.3 100 95.7 

France 97 0 2.7 0.3 100 97 

Germany 97.7 0 1.7 0.7 100 97.7 

Hungary 96.2 0 2.4 1.4 100 96.2 

Kosovo 76 19.7 2.7 1.7 100 95.7 

Lithuania 77 17.7 4 1.3 100 94.7 

Malta 78.3 18 2.7 1 100 96.3 

Norway 77.3 19.7 2 1 100 97 

Angola 95.7 0 4.3 0 100 95.7 

Botswana 97.3 0 2 0.7 100 97.3 

Chad 95.7 0 3.7 0.7 100 95.7 

Djibouti 95.7 0 2 2.3 100 95.7 

Kenya 98 0 1 1 100 98 

Liberia 95.3 0 4.7 0 100 95.3 

Mali 96.7 0 2.7 0.7 100 96.7 

Nigeria 93.8 0.3 5.2 0.7 100 94.1 

Rwanda 99 0 1 0 100 99 

Somalia 98.7 0 1.3 0 100 98.7 

Togo 95.7 0 3 1.3 100 95.7 

Uganda 99.3 0 0.7 0 100 99.3 

Nepal 95.7 3.3 0.7 0.3 100 99 

Oman 93.7 0.7 4.3 1.3 100 94.3 

Pakistan 99.3 0 0.7 0 100 99.3 

Qatar 98 0 1.3 0.7 100 98 

Russia 97.7 0 1 1.3 100 97.7 

Sri Lanka 99.3 0 0 0.7 100 99.3 

Turkey 99.3 0 0 0.7 100 99.3 

Uzbekistan 94.5 0 5.5 0 100 94.5 

Totals 94 2.7 2.5 0.8 100 96.7 



tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƻũŜŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ŀ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΦ 

aŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǊƻƻƳ Ϫ фΦллŀƳ ŜǾŜǊȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΦ 

 

 Other Information 

What’s on @ at our 

Parents Coffee Morning group? 

A chance to meet others, make friends and chat about issues that really matter.  

Thurs 17/9/2015 1st PTA meeting (Patrick)  

Thurs 24/9/2015 SEN drop in / Coffee Morning (Hannah)  

Thurs 1/10/2015 Coffee Morning (run by parents)  

Thurs 8/10/2015 Guest Speaker:  

Thurs 15/10/2015 2nd  PTA meeting (Patrick)  

Thurs 22/10/2015 SEN drop in / Coffee Morning (Hannah)  

IŀƭŦ ǘŜǊƳ нсǘƘ -олǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмр 

Thurs 5/11/2015 Coffee Morning (run by parents)  

Thurs 12/11/2015 Guest Speaker:  

Thurs 19/11/2015 3rd  PTA meeting (Patrick) 

Thurs 26/11/2015 SEN drop in / Coffee Morning (Hannah)  

Thurs 3/12/2015 Coffee Morning (run by parents)  

Thurs 10/12/2015 Guest Speaker:  

Thurs 17/12/2015 4th   PTA meeting (Patrick)  

9ƴŘ ƻŦ ǘŜǊƳ муκмнκнлмр    LƴǎŜǘ пκмκнлмс       .ŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ рκмκнлмс 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Fish Choice 

Lemon & herb    

crusted cod fillet 

with mashed          

potatoes 

Spicy tuna pasta bake 

White fish bake with 

roast or boiled     

potatoes 

Wholemeal tuna 

hoagie melt 

Fish fingers with baby 

baked potatoes 

Meat Choice 

Southern seasoned 

chicken with mashed 

potatoes 

Lamb and vegetable 

Jollof rice 

Roast chicken and 

stuffing with roast or 

boiled potatoes 

Lamb and vegetable 

tikka masala with 

rice 

Sweet & sour chicken 

with rice 

Vegetarian Choice 
Quorn frankfurter in 

a roll with onions 

Cheese and tomato 

pizza 

Vegetable curry with 

rice and chapatti 
Vegetarian lasagne 

Quorn & roast      

vegetable risotto  

Vegetable Selection 
Baked beans  

Mixed vegetables 

Sweetcorn  

Peas 

Fresh seasonal     

vegetables 

Broccoli  

Carrots 

Baked beans 

Green beans 

Dessert 
Frozen fruit yoghurt 

and pineapple 

Fruit crumble and 

custard 

Chocolate sponge 

and chocolate sauce 

Fruit flapjack with 

dream topping 

Fruit, jelly &              

ice cream 


