Reception Newsletter
Summer Term 1

Dear Parents / Carers:

We are looking forward to starting the final term, where we work
towards the children achieving their Early Learning Goals. During our
first week back, we will be concentrating on re-establishing routines,
positive learning behaviours, expectations and focusing on children’s
mental health and well-being.

Our whole school topic for this half term is Travelling and Explorers.
The children in Reception will be learning about travelling and asking
the question, ‘Where can we go?’

We will be learning about the difference between types of vehicles and
discussing how people travelled in the past. We will also explore
different places in the world through a variety of stories, discussions
and online clips. We will be using a number of key texts to support us
in delivering our topic, such as The Swirling Hijab, How to Catch a Star,
Here Come the Aliens, Naughty Bus and Handa’s Surprise.

As the weather changes this term, more of the children may find that
they need to take off their jumper or cardigan when working outside.
Therefore, we would like to encourage parents to label all of your child’s
clothing, particularly jumpers and cardigans, as this helps to return any
lost items back to you. It would also be beneficial to provide your child
with a sun hat and sunglasses to wear in the outside area. On very
sunny days, please put sunscreen on your child before they come to
school.

Home Learning:

Reading: The children will continue to take home story books and
library books each week. We encourage families to read with their child
every day and make a comment in their Reading Record once a week.

Your child also has access to Oxford Reading Buddy where they can
access a variety of online story books. You can find their login details
in the back of their Reading Record.

In addition, you could use the oxford owl website which has a number
of free e-readers you could share together:
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

Phonics, Maths and Curriculum home learning tasks are uploaded to
Tapestry each week.

If you have any further questions then please talk to your class teacher.
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Key Dates for this term PE Days

_ Reception have PE every Tuesday.
Maths Parent Mornings: 9:00am — 9:30am

Egypt & Tanzania — Wednesday 8" May : . .
Cameroon & Morocco — Thursday 9% May ggllsirtin should come to school wearing their

Inside PE: School blue T-shirt with logo, black

Books for Breakfast . .
shorts/jogging bottoms and plimsolls

Please come and read with your child in their

classroom every Friday morning from 8:45am — i o
9:00am Outside PE: School blue T-shirt with logo, black

shorts/jogging bottoms and trainers

Curriculum

This term’s topics: Travelling and Explorers — Where can we go?

Literacy — We will be acting out and retelling stories the children have read in their own words using props
and small world figures. We will be continuing to read and understand simple sentences by using phonic
knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. The children will also be
encouraged to write simple sentences independently, which can be read by themselves and others.

Maths — We will continue to deepen our understanding of number, by focusing on the following elements.
Cardinality & Counting: Understanding that the cardinal value of a number refers to the quantity, or ‘how
many’ of things it represents.

Comparison: Understanding that comparing numbers involves knowing which numbers are worth more or
less than each other.

Composition: Understanding that one number can be made up from (composed from) two or more
smaller numbers.

Communication and Language — We will be working on using our speaking and listening skills to follow
instructions involving several ideas or actions. The children will also be encouraged to answer ‘how’ and
‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events.

Personal, Social, Emotional Development — We will continue to develop sharing and caring skills and
the children will be learning to negotiate turn taking and dealing with minor disagreements by themselves.
They will be learning about how their behaviour impacts on others. The PSHE Jigsaw topic this half term
is World Relationships. The children will learn about how to make friends and try to solve friendship
problems when they occur. The PSHE book that will be used in the PSHE lessons this half-term is
George and Martha: The Complete Stories of Two Best Friends.

Physical Development — We will be continuing to refine the children’s fine motor skills to develop the
dexterity to form letters and numbers correctly and smaller in size.

Expressive Arts and Design — We will be participating in activities where the children can design their
own transport using junk modelling. They will also explore making 3D models of planets and also create
their own traffic and pirate maps.

Understanding the World — Linking with our topic, we will be exploring the world and learning about
space. The children will also be learning about different countries around the world and how they differ
from the UK. They will look at the different beliefs and practices that people follow.




